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learn from Augustine's letters, was a rebellion in                     ^
the nunnery which adjoined his house. Augustine's sister had been superioress of this convent until her death (some years previously), and her successor had directed the community in peace until the year 423. Then she seems to have changed                   i!!
the  chaplain   (/»ve/>«.t/V//.v)  of the house, and her spiritual   daughters    rebelled.      Augustine   complains (cp. 211) that the  noise of their quarrels                   j |i was audible in his own house.    They sent for him                    ! <'
4
to come and settle the dispute, but. he refused to                  ,f I
do so.    Had he done so, this familiar and trifling                   i *
episode of an intrigue and quarrel in a nunnery
would  not  occupy  us in   the  twentieth century,                     \
As it was he wrote a letter, which we still have,
chiding   them   for   the   scandal.      But  the  chief                  ' \
interest  of the  event   is   that  it   occasioned   the
tj
writing of the famous Rule tij AV. sliigustint:. After a lew reproving words Augustine goes on
to frame a rule of life for the nuns, and this has                   , I
been taken (with a few masculine modifications)                     £
as the foundation of more than one monastic rule.                   j '
It   expresses   the  moderate asceticism which  we                   * j(
have already noticed in Augustine.     For instance,                   . 1
whereas Jerome urges 'the adult virgin' to shun                    51
the bath altogether, Augustine not only permits,                  , lher
